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anzarote is the fourth largest of the Canary Islands, a Spanish

archipelago located just 100 kilometres (60 miles) off the coast
of Morocco. Thanks to its volcanic origin and proximity to the
African mainland, Lanzarote’s key features include a sun-soaked
arid climate, vast expanses of jet-black lava stone and prickly cacti
that seem to grow everywhere. The rich blue waters surrounding Lanzarote
areimmaculately clear boasting visibility as far as 30 metres (100 feet).
That, paired with the volcanic nature of the sea bed, makes the island’s

encompassing waters a hospitable place for biodiversity to thrive.

As a pair of scuba divers traveling across Europe, my husband Joey and

I touched down in Lanzarote direct from the international airport in
Amsterdam. It was autumn in the Netherlands so we were eager to head south,
escaping the dismal rainy weather. Right away, the sun-baked temperature of
theisland took over my senses. It stirred up a strong desire to beat the heat
and hit the water. And because of this, less than 24 hours later, we organised
several days of scuba diving with one of the local shops.

Our first series of dives brought us to the bopping resort town of Puerto del
Carmen, the largest city on theisland. Playa Chica is a public beach edging the
waterfront strip of Puerto del Carmen. It is also the starting point to several

good shore diving sites.

As we pulled into Playa Chica’s parking lot, it was easy to tell we were close to a
dive site. The area was full of people hunched over in the back of their vehicles
either prepping or cleaning up dive equipment.

Wetsuits on and BCD’s assembled, our small group of five waddled from
the busy little parking lot to the edge of the sparkling shoreline. There, we
carefully, in turn, picked our way down a flight of cement stairs to the water.

Donning the last part of our dive kit before submersion.
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Lanzarote’s seas are some of the bluest water |

had ever laid eyes on. Descending along the sand
sloped bottom, the marine critters of this Spanish
island began creeping out at me. Looking left |
saw the rainbow patterns of an ornate wrasse
(Thalassoma pavo) fluttering around some

plant life. Then a trio of sharp-nosed puffers
(Canthigaster rostrata) streaked across the reef. To
the right, a colony of reclusive brown garden eels
(Heteroconger longissimus) poked their head out

of hiding.

Playa Chica’s reef was a healthy combination

of jagged lava formations peppered with bright
sponges and anemones. I’'m not joking when | say
every charcoal rock face was littered with some
form of life. There were neat little nooks and
crannies for the benthic fauna to populate, which
also created some pretty spectacular pictures.

Directly behind the old harbour breakwater were
our next series of dive sites that we accessed via
zodiac. The Harbour Wrecks site is a set of six ships
purposefully sunk in the 1970's for scuba divers.
The wreck of Los Erizos is the main wreck with the

others lying in shambles on the bottom.

Back rolling from the zodiac, | waited for my buddy
to join me, then deflated my BCD and dropped
slowly down to 20 metres (65 feet). When we
reached the bottom, | was starry-eyed as our guide
pointed out the buried contour of an Angelshark
(Squatina squatina). World-wide there are 24
different species of angel sharks assessed as the
second most threatened of all the world’s sharks
and rays. This dorsoventrally flattened animal,
which looked more like a ray than a shark, was a
tempting photographic target but disappointingly,
it remained camouflaged in the sand.

Turning my attention to the Erizos, | began to
circle the vessel observing its hull, propeller and
superstructure. The wreck is a sunken giant lying
onits starboard side in 22 metres (72 feet) of water.
Its metal components are rusted out and the
once-proud ship is now carpeted in an absorbent
amount of plant and animal life. Though we did
not penetrate the Erizos, finning around the

wreck afforded me the ability to peer into its belly
through open portholes.
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The final dive for Joey and | was at the island’s famous Museo
Atlantico. Located in a sheltered area near Coloradas, Playa
Blanca, this underwater museum has been designed by artist
Jason deCaires Taylor as an artificial reef housing sculptures
that depict the impact of society on marine habitats. Swimming
past the artwork one fin kick at a time, | traversed the first part
of the 15-metre (50-foot) deep museum where | enjoyed the
Rubicon - a group of 35 human figures walking towards a wall.
These life-like statues were mottled with marine growth and

I later discovered that they were sculpted from real models
inhabiting the island. Moving along to the next section of the
museum was just as impressive as the first. | spied hybrid
human-cactus sculptures, an unconventional playground and
the final piece, a human gyre. Given the wide range of unique
art pieces, | would have stayed and photographed the many
statues until our tanks ran out, but after patiently waiting, the

groups divemaster eventually nudged us back to the boat.

Allin all, our week-long dive vacation on sun-kissed Lanzarote

exposed us to some of the best diving in Europe. | thoroughly

enjoyed what | saw on this Canary island and wanted to see
more of it. More fish, more vibrant reefs and of course more
azure blue water. But alas, as is often the case with awe-

inspiring diving locations, all too quickly it was time to return to
the mainland.
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Getting There 3238

Many European airlines provide flights to Lanzarote
including British Airways and Iberia. After arriving on the
island visitors can take a 15-20 minutes taxi into downtown
Arrecife (the capital city) for approximately USD 35.
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As a Spanish Island, many nationalities are exempt from
needing a visa, but new requirements will come into force
in late 2021. Check with a Spanish Embassy in advance.
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87 Language &3
The official language in the Canary Islands is Spanish,
however, as a tourist location English can also be
understood.
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% Currency 52

Like the rest of Spain, the Lanzarote currency is the Euro.
USD 1=Euro 0.88
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@ Electricity B3R

Most European plugs have two round pins and the current
used is 220 Volts, AC 50 Hz. If you are traveling from the
USA bring a voltage converter.
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| Dive Operator &kl

Mojo Dive mojodive.com
(The island has many other dive operators to choose from.)
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