Exploring the Depths of

Brockville’s
Scuba Paradise
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Adiver inspecting the large and partially buried prop of the Conestoga shipwreck
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Brockville often plays second fiddle to its better-known
Ontarian counterpart, Tobermory - the wreck capital

of the world. Yet, this unsung city harbours a secret
world beneath its waters, a world brimming with sunken
vessels waiting to tell their tales. As an avid wreck diving
enthusiast, the prospect of diving in Brockville filled me
with excitement.

On our very first day of diving, we embarked on an
exploration of the Rothesay, a historic 193-foot wooden
side-wheeler that had navigated the river’s waters from its
construction in 1868 until it’s unfortunate sinking in 1889.
The journey to reach the Rothesay took us approximately

15 minutes as we swam through the weedy shallows, where
invasive gobies darted about. Upon reaching the 30-foot
mark, the imposing wooden stern gradually emerged from
the murky depths, revealing a shipwreck that had been
significantly transformed over time. The combined effects of
water, looters, and demolition exercises by the Royal Military
College in Kingston had taken a toll on its once-grand

structure, rendering it almost unrecognisable as a ship.

Exploring the Rothesay led us over and under heaps

of wooden boards and metal rigging. Looking into the
vessel’s nooks and crannies we discovered a thriving
ecosystem of freshwater sponges, mussels, snails, and
the occasional walleye. Finding other elusive fish, such as
perch and small baitfish, took some tactful searching. It
was as if nature had reclaimed this sunken relic, weaving

new stories amid the wooden remnants.

The following day, our itinerary included a visit to the
Conestoga, affectionately known as the ‘Connie’, a 253-
foot wooden passenger/package steam freighter with a
storied history. This ship, which first set sail in 1878, met
its fiery end in 1922 when it succumbed to a devastating
fire while navigating an upstream lock. In a bid to
safeguard the locks, the decision was made to flush the
Connie into the river, where it has remained ever since,

resting beneath the shallow waters.



Exploring the wreck of the Robert Gaskin and enjoying the
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plethora of encrusting freshwater life
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The various tones of green in plant-filled shallows of the Rothesay dive site
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Weaving under a broken wooden beam from the Rothesay side wheeler
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To reach the Gaskin, we relied on a local charter to reach
this offshore wreck. As we descended into the depths, a
strong surface current challenged us, making the anchor
line our lifeline. Fortunately, as we delved deeper, the
current subsided, revealing all 113-feet of the Gaskin on the
mucky riverbed. Exploring its deck revealed picturesque
wooden railings, robust timber structures, and a relatively
preserved hull. Surprisingly, the Gaskin had fewer fish
swimming around its entity, an intriguing deviation from
our previous wrecks. It was almost haunting to have such
a barren wreck amidst the St. Lawrence’s ghostly green
backdrop. Finishing up our dive, we returned to the bow,
encountering more striking features — a substantial hull
breach and a rusty old anchor.

Visiting and scuba diving in Brockville left an indelible mark
on my soul. In this city where the land meets the river, |
uncovered a world where time stands still, and history is
preserved in the silent depths. This enchanting destination
didn’t just nurture my love for underwater critters; it ignited

a fervent historian’s fire, yearning to learn more about

the enigmatic tales of yesteryears.
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Travellers can reach Brockuville by flying into Toronto,
Ottawa or Montreal international airports and taking
ground transport from there. There are several ground
transportation options available. Renting a car at the airport
is a convenient choice, as it allows for a 1.5 to 3.5-hour drive
to Brockville. Alternatively, Via Rail provides train services to
Brockville from Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal.
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The official languages of Canada are English and French.
Ontario, being one of the provinces of Canada, is a bilingual
province, and both English and French are recognised as official
languages. However, the majority of the population in Ontario
primarily speaks English.
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The currency used in Canada is the Canadian Dollar, abbreviated
as ‘CAD’ or represented by the symbol ‘$".
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Scuba divers can fill their tanks, rent gear or hire a boat charter
with the dive outfitter Dive Brockville Adventure Centre.
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The visa or travel document you need to visit Canada depends
on your citizenship and the purpose of your visit. Here are
some common types of visas and travel documents for
Canada:

1. Visitor Visa (Temporary Resident Visa): If you are from a
visa-required country, you will need a Visitor Visa to enter
Canada for tourism, visiting family or friends, or for business
purposes.

2. Electronic Travel Authorisation (eTA): Some travellers,
including those from visa-exempt countries, may need to
obtain an eTA to fly to Canada.

3. Transit Visa: If you are passing through Canada on your way
to another country and your country of citizenship requires a
visa, you may need a transit visa..
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In Canada, the standard electricity supply is 120 volts AC
(alternating current) at a frequency of 60 Hertz (Hz). This
electrical system is similar to that in the United States.
Canadian electrical outlets typically have two flat, parallel
pins (Type A or Type B plugs) or three pins, including a
grounding pin (Type B plugs).
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