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estled along the stunning Pacific Coast of

Mexico, Zihuatanejo is a tropical paradise that

effortlessly marries the allure of a traditional
fishing village with the comforts of a vibrant seaside
resort. This picturesque town, often referred to simply
as ‘Zihua’ by locals and visitors alike, boasts pristine
beaches fringed by swaying palm trees, where azure
waters gently lap at the shore. Zihuatanejo’s charming
cobblestone streets are lined with quaint shops, open-
air markets, and a mouthwatering array of seafood
restaurants offering the catch of the day. With a rich
history dating back to ancient times and a laid-back,
welcoming atmosphere, Zihuatanejo captivates travellers
and divers alike seeking both culturalimmersion and a
thirst for the salty sea.

Within a mere 24 hours of touching down at the charming
Ixtapa-Zihuatanejo International Airport, my husband
Joey and | found ourselves aboard a dive boat, sailing
into the welcoming, albeit tumultuous, embrace of the
Pacific Ocean. As our boat puttered from the harbour, |
took in the exotic scenery. We cruised past vibrant fishing
vessels gently swaying on floating buoys. Zihuatanejo’s
landscape, with its graceful crescent shape, lush green
hillsides, and beautifully designed properties cascading
down rugged mountainsides, framed the golden sand
beaches that lived up to their online acclaim: tranquil,
sheltered, and embraced by blue waters.

PETERAFRANKNTFBFE L, ZEEBME— A
HRE, BIMMES T RSB HSRBENINEERE
RAEAYET S, X MNRIMERYNEE BRI AN N E
Moy 2T, BERERNFENTSRNRGEE, HiE
BYEKERINTTEERF. ZEERMFTHEIIBINaEE
EMUELELENEE. BEXHHN—H<SAZEN B8
BITHE S AREAIR. MBKARENZEERIE
ENEEE, LSRR REMER, T5|1EIFRIXWE
AN RS BRI = KB K S

FEHCIR IR A BY R TS IR 2 S8 e M PRl 17 /5 (XX 24 /N6
W, FMSLK Joey RLE £ T —MEEKA, BARBERS
WRRATF M. HENHMMBOEER L, RMEA
TRENE. HIELERESEN, SITDRFNFR
EREER, ZEERRBSMLUMENTEIA. 280
WA A B BIRLIREIAT FEBEEZNY S, HEE
YOREEC ERTIEIK, SEERMPR T ERVEE TR #X.
T RIEEKP,



EZDWE@ | DESTINATION |



However, my reverie was short-lived. Venturing beyond
Zihua’s protective bay, my dream of Caribbean-style,
picture-perfect waters was shattered. The ocean welcomed
us with white-capped waves that playfully rocked our dive
boat, while the water beneath was teeming with plankton,
shimmering in shades of emerald green and brown. Doubts
about the quality of our impending diving experience began
to creepin.

At the Morros de Chato dive site, our captain anchored

in a relatively calm spot and we completed equipment
preparations. With my mask secure, regulator in place, and gear
meticulously fastened, | backrolled off the boat, mirroring my
dive partner Joey. Deflating my BCD and descending from the
surface, linhaled sharply into my regulator, striving to find my
equilibrium. Up, down, swoosh! Up, down, swoosh! It felt as if
Joey and | had been thrown into a rhythmic washing machine.

Fortunately, as we descended deeper along Morros de
Chato’s rocky escarpment, the relentless wave action
gradually subsided. This welcomed respite lifted my spirits.

I had been so consumed by the turbulence that | had
neglected to appreciate the wealth of marine creatures
around me. The water pulsated with life. To the left, a joyful
school of blacknosed butterflyfish performed a captivating
underwater ballet before my eyes. Their vibrant yellow tones

beautifully contrasted with the emerald sea as they darted
from rock to rock, feasting on algae and marine growth.

To the right countless grunts, chromis, and the occasional
jackfish gracefully manoeuvered through the water. Then
there was my personal favourite, the guineafowl pufferfish,
an Indo-Pacific gem. Adorned with navy blue bodies and
intricate white spots, they presented a delightful spectacle,
bobbing alongin a playful, almost comical manner.

While | was engrossed in this underwater extravaganza, a
sudden movement caught my eye as a moray eel stealthily
slipped behind a rock. My attention shifted to what initially
appeared as a barren rocky bottom, only to unveil a treasure
trove of hidden wonders. Magnificent constellations of sea
stars peppered the seafloor. They were so abundant that
they rivalled the brilliance of a night sky. Where the sea stars
lacked scorpionfish, sting rays and nudibranchs filled in

the gaps. What commenced as a challenging adventure in
unexpectedly turbulent waters transformed into one of the
most species-rich dives | had ever embarked upon.
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Following a brief surface interval and a change of
location, our group eagerly prepared for another
plunge. Once again, we submerged into the depths of
Zihuatanejo’s aquatic wonderland.

Many of the species from the previous dive reappeared

at the bottom of the Solitary Rock dive site. Silly deflated
pufferfish, serious-looking snappers, and bashful

Moorish Idols were among the captivating creatures we
encountered. The ocean seemed to possess a wisdom of its

own, treating us to a cornucopia of marine life.

Midway through our second dive, a shimmering sight in the
distance seized my attention. Was it the sun’s whimsical
dance on the water’s surface? As we approached, an
expansive school of chere-chere grunts came into view,
appearing to dance gracefully in the gentle swell. The sight
of several hundred fish moving in perfect harmony over the
uneven seabed and along the rocky wall eclipsed the rest
of the underwater landscape.

Unexpectedly, this mesmerising display was interrupted by
the graceful flapping of a spotted eagle ray. Emerging from
the depths, this majestic creature joined our underwater
soiree. With the arrival of this unanticipated guest, the
grunts scattered in confusion, attempting to regroup for
safety. It was a scaly symphony of underwater mayhem.
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If encountering an eagle ray and witnessing a breathtaking fish
school weren’t sufficient thrills for one dive, we ventured into
the shallows, where two peculiar-looking elasmobranchs, later
identified as guitarfish, revealed themselves. Having never
laid eyes on these extraordinary creatures before, they had

the body of a shark and the flattened head of a stingray. Joey
and | had the privilege of observing them undisturbed on the
seabed, capturing stunning images from close range. These
masters of disguise permitted us to approach reasonably close
before swiftly darting away. Our second dive in Zihuatanejo
was concluded with a 15-foot safety stop.

As our dive boat sped back to the harbour, we caught sight of
distant waterspouts. Humpback whale season was gradually
drawing to a close in Zihua, and we were fortunate enough to
witness a few stragglers making their way north to the frigid
waters of Alaska for the summer.

Perhaps over the next few days of diving, we will be privileged
enough to glimpse one of these magnificent creatures beneath
the waves. For now, Zihuatanejo has been a fulfilling dive

destination that has offered captivating macro marine life,
unforgettable encounters, and an insatiable thirst to dive once

more into its waters.
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Getting There 32i@

Travellers can reach Zihuatanejo by flying into the Ixtapa-
Zihuatanejo International Airport, where they can easily arrange
accommodations and transportation. All diving excursions in

Zihuatanejo are conducted by boat, with dive outfitters typically
offering pick-up services from accommodations or arranging

1sa

United States, Canada, and the European Union, do not need
avisa to travel to Mexico for tourism purposes. However, visa
requirements can change, and it’s crucial to verify the current visa
requirements before your trip. Travellers typically receive a tourist
card (FMM - Forma Migratoria Multiple) upon arrival by air, which
allows for a stay of up to 180 days for tourism purposes.
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% Currency 55

The currency used in Zihuatanejo, is the Mexican Peso. While many
places in Zihuatanejo and throughout Mexico do accept major
credit cards, it's advisable to have some Mexican Pesos in cash for
small purchases, local transportation, and in case you visit places
that may not accept cards. Most places will also accept USD.
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Language 1i&5
In Zihuatanejo and in Mexico the primary and most widely spoken
language is Spanish. However, due to its popularity as a tourist
destination, you'll find that many people working in the hospitality
and tourism industry in Zihuatanejo, especially in hotels,

Zihuatanejo and the broader country of Mexico use electricity with
astandard voltage of 127 V and a frequency of 60 Hz. The power
outlets in Mexico typically accommodate plugs with two flat parallel
pins (Type A) or plugs with two flat pins and a grounding pin (Type B).
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“-?J Dive Operator 7kl &

Scuba enthusiasts can explore the underwater wonders of
Zihuatanejo with the dive outfitter Dive Zihuatanejo. Scuba diving
in Zihuatanejo typically costs Mex$ 1,690 or USS$ 90 for a 2-tank
dive. These rates include all essential equipment, boat transport
to the dive sites, the guidance of an experienced in-water
divemaster, and snacks during the surface interval. Discounts are
available for multi-day dive packages.
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